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Looking for some new or unique places to experience art in the District? Check out our picks for
where to enjoy DC’s thriving arts scene, from galleries and pop-ups to programs and workshops.

Latela Curatorial Explores New Spaces

Latela Curatorial is an art consultancy with a focus on women artists and the feminine aesthetic.
While they’ve held exhibitions of artists’ work at their Brookland studio and office since 2015,
they’re transitioning into installing work in larger spaces and finding ways to bring local creatives
and their visions to big projects.

“We've been refining where we want our projects to go from here on out, focusing on that
feminine, delicate, vulnerable, energy-transcending type of narrative from a female artist
perspective,” says founder and director Marta Staudinger.

The Brookland-based space just celebrated a successful showing at Superfine Art Fair, and
Staudinger and her team are now thinking of ways to build on that energy.

“We introduced several local female artists [at Superfine],” she continues. “Where my interest for
2020 lies is in proposing that booth [at Superfine] as a teaser for a much bigger exhibition that we
could do [where we] work with larger institutions.”

Check out Latela’s website to learn more about its artists, exhibitions, and procurement and
installation work, and peek your head into the new Avec apartment building on H Street soon for a
glimpse of Latela artists’ work.

“We're super excited to do procurement on that scale,” Staudinger adds of the residential art
project. “Nothing is mass-produced. It’s all original art.”



Latela Curatorial is providing spaces all over DC with artwork that’s more than just beautiful - it
resonates.

716 Monroe St. #27, NE, DC: www.latelacuratorial.com

The Omi Collective’s Hydrated Womxn Pop-Up

The DC Arts Walk and Edgewood Arts Center is hosting “Hydrated Womxn,” an interactive media
exhibition, healing arts residency and holiday bazaar curated by the Omi Collective on Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays now through December 22. The central idea is to create a space at the
Brookland location where people can relax and recharge while surrounded by creativity.

“We're challenging people to think about what nourishes them,” says Omi Collective Curator and
Creative Director Sanam Emami. “Someone can come in during art lounge hours and step into our

joy.”

Resident artists are multidisciplinary, communicating through art, poetry, music and more. Each
weekend will explore a different theme with events, performances and workshops meant to leave
attendees feeling inspired, centered and creatively hydrated - alongside thoughtfully curated
offerings for sale from local artists.

“It’s about the process, not the product,” Emami says.

DC Arts Walk & Edgewood Arts Center at Monroe Street Market: 716 Monroe St. NE,
DC; www.theomicollective.com

Hemphill Fine Arts Moves to K Street

Hemphill has been an integral part of the art community in DC since opening in 1993, and has built
a reputation for working with collectors and art aficionados of all ages, incomes and backgrounds.
The gallery represents a variety of contemporary artists working in sculpture, painting,
photography and mixed media, with recent exhibitions from Julie Wolfe, Hedieh Javanshir,
Rushern Baker IV and James Britton.

Now, the gallery is preparing for a big move in January. Director Mary Early says the move “is a
dramatic change from our space of the last 15 years on 14th Street in Logan Circle, where we were
located on the third floor of a historic building.”

“That location required a little extra from visitors,” she says. “The effort to seek out and find us,
the desire to pursue.”



But the new space in Mount Vernon Square brings unique opportunities for visitors to become
familiar with Hemphill artists.

“The move to K Street comes full circle to our beginnings in Georgetown in 1993, bringing us back
to a first-floor space in a rapidly evolving neighborhood.”

The gallery’s inaugural exhibition will be Linling Lu’s third solo show with the gallery. Hemphill
will soon be bringing visitors old and new to its home on K Street.

“We're looking forward to getting to know our new downtown neighborhood,” Early adds.

434 K St. NW, DC; www.hemphillfinearts.com

Femme Fatale’s New Pop-Up

Femme Fatale is fast becoming a DC fixture as a pop-up showcasing women artists and
entrepreneurs. Visitors can expect to find a trove of jewelry, art, prints, clothing and more. CEO
Cee Smith says that Femme Fatale is starting to settle into its role in DC’s creative scene.

“We're definitely still in startup mode, but we’ve had a chance to assess the value that Femme
Fatale brings to different communities,” she says.

Femme Fatale has become well-known for its events - from craft workshops to networking parties
- and for its bright and welcoming aesthetic.

“We've always been this hub for women not only to gather, but to learn from each other,” says
Femme Fatale’s owner and jewelry designer Adriana Mendoza.

Now, Femme Fatale is taking on a more “structured type of template to create a real incubator
space for women,” she says.

You'd never know that just a few weeks ago, the new pop-up was a gutted restaurant. Art is
everywhere: murals, paintings behind the counter, and jewelry, accessories and textile designs for
sale in the shop.

Artists are “the secret sauce of the experience of Femme Fatale,” Smith says. Her team prioritizes
supporting a wide range of local creatives and especially “those who might just be starting out or
who haven’t really had their voice heard,” Mendoza adds. In other words, Femme Fatale provides a
great opportunity to find a unique local piece you might not see anywhere else.

401 Massachusetts Ave. NW, DC; www.femmefataledc.com




The Torpedo Factory Celebrates 45 Years

The Torpedo Factory Art Center is an icon of Old Town Alexandria. This year, it celebrated 45
years as an art institution with studios, galleries, classes taught by the Art League School, events
and more.

“One of the biggest changes since the Torpedo Factory was founded is how much Old Town and
the waterfront has changed,” says director Brett Johnson. “It’s become a vibrant and exciting
destination, and it’s been great that the art center was a part of that change.”

Looking ahead, the art center is finding more ways to engage with the community and bring more
visitors within its walls.

“City council has tasked staff to create a vibrancy and sustainability plan for the art center,”
Johnson adds. “We are seeking to create an even more interactive space than what we already
provide with new, hands-on experiences.”

That means everything from well-loved programs like Art Safari to newer ones like Factory Flow
morning yoga, as well as seasonal events like the Holiday Market and Olde Year’s Day. On
December 13, the art center will look back on the first five years of its post-grad residency
program, which supports recent art grads with studio space and presentation opportunities.

105 N Union St. Alexandria, VA; www.torpedofactory.org
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